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This document is uncontrolled when printed. Please ensure you are using the latest version. 

 

This document has been produced to support Thames Water's request for an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Opinion under Regulation 10 of the Infrastructure Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (as amended) for the London Water 
Recycling Teddington Direct River Abstraction. The information presented in this document 
includes material or data which is still in the course of completion, pending consultation, 
engagement, further design development and technical assessment as part of the ongoing ElA. 
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0 Executive Summary  

0.1.1 The Teddington Direct River Abstraction (DRA) (hereafter known as 
Teddington DRA or the Project) has been identified as the preferred option in 
the Water Resources Management Plan 2024 (WRMP24). The Teddington 
DRA would comprise a new abstraction site on the River Thames close to 
Teddington Weir, allowing for abstractions during low flow conditions, 
thereby providing additional resilience during drought conditions. The Project 
will help Thames Water achieve resilience to a 1:200-year drought event.  

0.1.2 Abstracted water would be transferred into the Thames-Lee Tunnel for 
conveyance to Thames Water's Lee Valley reservoirs in North London. The 
operational rate of the intake, when active, is up to 75Ml/d. The intake is not 
anticipated to be constantly operational. It will most likely operate during low 
flow periods only to maintain essential water supply to Thames Water 
customers during times of water stress. When in operation, the modelling 
undertaken to date has indicated that the Project would typically be used in 
August through to November. Wastewater from the Mogden Sewage 
Treatment Works would be treated to a high standard at a new tertiary 
treatment plant (TTP), which would include the following water quality 
treatment processes as detailed in Chapter 2 of Environmental Impact 
Assessment Scoping Report: Ferric sulphate dosing, a moving bed biofilm 
reactor, Mechanical Cloth Filters and associated backwash and desludging 
equipment for filter units, proposed within the existing Mogden STW site 
boundaries and transferred via a new underground tunnel to a point close to 
and downstream of the abstraction site to compensate for water abstracted 
from the River Thames. The discharge of recycled water would be at a rate 
of up to 75Ml/d when the intake is operational. During non-drought periods, 
the TTP would operate at a maximum flow of 15Ml/d to maintain biomass in 
the moving bed biofilm reactor with discharge at the current Mogden STW 
outfall to the Thames Tideway. 

0.1.3 The Habitatats Directive is an European Union Directive which was 
transposed into law in England and Wales by the Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 2017, commonly referred to as the Habitats 
Regulations. The Habitats Regulations have become retained EU law 

Habitats Directive. The Habitats Regulations aim to protect European Sites 
and European Marine Sites which include Special Areas of Conservation, 
Special Protection Areas, potential Special Areas of Conservation and 
potential Special Protection Areas. The UK Government also expects 
Ramsar sites to be considered alongside European sites. Ramsar Sites 
support internationally important wetland habitats and are listed under the 
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as Waterfowl 
Habitat (Ramsar Convention, 1971). Collectively European Sites and 
Ramsar Sites are referred to as Habitats Sites.  
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0.1.4 Habitats Regulations Assessment follows a four stage stepwise process, this 
assessment report presents Stage 1: Screening. The purpose of this report 
is to present the necessary information for the competent authority 
(Secretary of State) to determine whether the Project could result in Likely 
Significant Effects on any Habitats Site. Likely Significant Effects are any 
effect that could undermine the conservation objectives for any Habitats 
Site.  

0.1.5 This assessment complies with the Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects: Advice on Habitats Regulations Assessments. Given the Project is 
a drought resilience scheme that comprises an infrastructure Project for the 
distribution of public water supply, it is assumed that the asset Project will be 
operated, within its operational parameters, indefinitely. It is, therefore, 
proposed to scope decommissioning out of the assessment. 

0.1.6 This assessment considers the following: 

Which Habitats Sites could be affected by the Project during the 
construction and operation phases 
Zones of Influence where an effect would be expected to occur 
The potential effects to Habitats Sites that could arise from the Project 
Identification of whether any effect arising from the Project alone would 
be defined as a Likely Significant Effect 
A review of other projects and plans that could interact with the Project to 
generate an in-combination Likely Significant Effect 
Which Habitats Sites are Screened in to Stage 2 of the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment process. 
Which Habitats Sites are Screened out of further assessment as there is 
no Likely Significant Effect 

0.1.7 The initial review of Habitats Site identified eight Habitats Sites that could 
potentially be affected by the Project: 

Richmond Park Special Area of Conservation (UK0030246) 
Wimbledon Common Special Area of Conservation (UK0030301) 
South West London Waterbodies Special Protection Area (UK9012171) 
South West London Waterbodies Ramsar (UK11065) 
Thames Estuary and Marshes Special Protection Area (UK9012021) 
Thames Estuary and Marshes Ramsar (UK11069) 
Lee Valley Special Protection Area (UK9012111) 
Lee Valley Ramsar (UK11034) 

0.1.8 The initial assessment also identified one bat site; Mole Gap to Reigate 
Escarpment Special Area of Conservation (UK0012804) but the Project is 
located outside of the published zone of influence for this Habitats Site and 
therefore it was discounted from the assessment process at an early stage. 
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0.1.9 This Habitats Regulations Assessment Stage 1: Screening assessment has 
identified that there could be a Likely Significant Effect to Richmond Park 
Special Area of Conservation therefore it is screened in to Stage 2: 
Appropriate Assessment. Likely Significant Effects are identified to Stag 
Beetle resulting from the potential for direct mortality, loss of functionally 
linked land, air quality and visual disturbance only.  

0.1.10 There will be no Likely Significant Effect either alone or in-combination with 
other projects and plans to the following Habitats Sites and therefore these 
are Screened out of Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment: 

Wimbledon Common Special Area of Conservation (UK0030301) 
South West London Waterbodies Special Protection Area (UK9012171) 
South West London Waterbodies Ramsar (UK11065) 
Thames Estuary and Marshes Special Protection Area (UK9012021) 
Thames Estuary and Marshes Ramsar (UK11069) 
Lee Valley Special Protection Area (UK9012111) 
Lee Valley Ramsar (UK11034) 
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E. HRA Screening 

E.1. Introduction 

Background 

E.1.1 Thames Water Utilities Ltd (hereafter referred to as Thames Water or the 

Opinion under the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 

Figure E.1. 

Purpose of the Report 

E.1.2 The purpose 
Assessment 
information for the competent authority (Secretary of State) to identify 
whether the Project could result in Likely Significant Effects on any Habitats 

-combination with other 
projects and plans) in accordance with the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). 

E.1.3 This HRA Screening Report presents the screening stage completed using 
currently available information and will be reviewed by Natural England and 
other stakeholders. Comments received from stakeholders will be 
considered in the Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment report, which will be 
submitted with the application for development consent. 

E.1.4
the development consent order (DCO) application for the Project (containing 
both the Stage 1 Screening and Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment). The 
formal HRA and integrity test will be undertaken by the competent authority 
using the information presented. 

E.1.5 For ease of reference throughout the HRA process, relevant designations will 
despite Ramsar designations 

being made at the international level. These Habitats Sites are underpinned 
by Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), which are designated under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (WCA). 

Requirements for HRA 

E.1.6 The requirement for an HRA is established through Council Directive 
92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora, hereby referred to as the 'Habitats Directive', in Articles 6(3) and 6(4). 
The Habitats Directive was transposed into national legislation by the 
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Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)1, 
commonly referred to as the Habitats Regulations. The Habitats Regulations 

they continue to refer to the Habitats Directive.  

E.1.7 Regulations 63 and 64 transposed the provisions of Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of 
the Habitats Directive as they relate to plans or projects in England and 
Wales.  

E.1.8
effect on a European site2 or a European offshore marine site3 (either alone 
or in-combination with other plans or projects); and (b) is not directly 

implications for the site in view o
giving consent or authorisation. The plan or Project can only be granted 

ite unless the 
provisions of Regulation 64 are met. Post-Brexit European Sites in the UK 
are now referred to as Habitats Sites in line with the National Planning Policy 
Framework 2019 and The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019. Habitats Sites are defined as any 
site which would be included within the definition of a European Site or 
European Marine Sites under regulation 8 of the Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) for the purpose of those 
regulations, including candidate Special Areas of Conservation, Sites of 
Community Importance, Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection 

Statement for Water Resource Infrast 4. 

E.1.9 This assessment process is known as HRA. An HRA determines whether 
there will be any likely significant effect (LSE) on any Habitats Sites as a 
result -

 

Consultation  

E.1.10 The Statutory Nature Conservation Body (SNCB) for the Project is Natural 
England. As part of the ongoing development of the Project through the 

 (RAPID) 
Gated process, meetings have been held with Natural England to discuss 
the proposed approach to screening and the outcomes, as detailed in Table 
E.1. 
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A tunnel conveyance route at 3.5m internal diameter (ID) for the transfer 
of 75Ml/d of recycled water between the TTP and the outfall discharge 
infrastructure 
A tunnel boring drive shaft and recycled water interception shaft at 
Mogden STW 
An intermediate construction shaft 
A tunnelled conveyance route reception shaft and connecting 
conveyance route to the outfall discharge located on land to the south of 
Burnell Avenue 
A new outfall for the discharge up of 75Ml/d recycled water located 
adjacent to and within the southern riverbank of the River Thames close 
to Teddington Weir 
A new abstraction intake with an abstraction rate of up to 75Ml/d of river 
water from the River Thames, located adjacent to and within the 
riverbank of the River Thames upstream of the new outfall discharge  
An abstraction connection shaft and 1.8m ID river water conveyance 
route connecting to the existing Thames Lee Tunnel (TLT) via a new TLT 
connection shaft 

E.2.3 Final effluent from Mogden STW would be subject to further treatment at a 
new TTP at Mogden STW. The recycled water would be transferred in a new 
approximately 4km tunnel for discharge into the freshwater River Thames at 
a new outfall upstream of the tidal limit at Teddington Weir. Additional 
abstraction for public water supply would be through a new intake from the 
freshwater River Thames upstream of the new outfall. This allows abstracted 
water to be transferred into the nearby TLT for conveyance to Lockwood 

London. The operational rate of the Project, when active, is up to 75Ml/d. A 
schematic of the Project components is shown in Figure E.1. A full 
description of the Project is provided in Chapter 2 of the EIA Scoping Report. 
This sets out timescales for construction as well as proposed operation and 
maintenance. The current plan is for the Project to operate indefinitely; 
therefore, decommissioning has been screened out of this HRA and is not 
discussed further. 
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Figure E.1 Schematic of the Teddington Direct River Abstraction 

E.3. Methodology 

Introduction 

E.3.1 An HRA determines whether there will be any LSE on any Habitats Site as a 
-

 

E.3.2 The guidance recognises four key steps in the HRA process as follows: 

Stage 1 Screening  the identification of whether a plan or Project will 
cause any LSE on a Habitats Site in view of their conservation objectives, 
either alone or in combination with other plans or projects. The test is a 
trigger for further assessment, and therefore the bar is set low i.e., is 
there a risk or possibility of an adverse effect, or where adverse effects 
cannot be ruled out due to lack of information. At this stage, mitigation 
measures are not taken into account, in accordance with the People over 
Wind (Court of Justice of the European Union (ECJ) Case C-323/17); this 

 
Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment and the integrity test  Where an LSE 
from a project or plan alone or in combination with other plans or projects 
is expected (or cannot be ruled out), Stage 2 is required. This involves 
closer examination of the Project or plan and screened in Habitats Sites 
to ascertain whether the project or plan will adversely affect the integrity 
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of the Habitats Site. Those sites will require further assessment to 
determine whether these LSE will adversely affect the integrity of the 
Habitats Sites and its qualifying features in view of its conservation 
objectives. The scope of such assessments is not set, and some may not 
be particularly detailed, especially where standard mitigation measures 
are available which are known to be effective. During Stage 2, measures 
to avoid, minimise and mitigate the effects will be identified and their likely 
impact assessed. The level of assessment must be sufficient to ensure 
that there is no reasonable scientific doubt that adverse effects on site 
integrity will not occur. 
Stage 3 Alternative Solutions  where adverse effects on the integrity of a 
Habitats Site remain after the inclusion of mitigation in Stage 2 (or where 
there is uncertainty in this regard), it must be considered whether there 
are alternative solutions that meet the plan objectives and which would 
not result in an adverse effect on the integrity of a Habitats Site. A plan or 
Project which has adverse effects on the integrity of a Habitats Site 
cannot be permitted if feasible alternative solutions are available. If no 
alternative solutions are available, consideration must be given to 
whether the criteria for imperative reasons of overriding public interest 
are met (IROPI, see Stage 4). 
Stage 4 Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI)  where 
there are no feasible alternatives that meet the project or plan objectives 
and would not result in an adverse effect on the integrity of a Habitats 
Site, and the IROPI criteria are met, compensatory measures must be 
developed and secured. 

E.3.3 The stages, as described above, are used to ensure compliance with the 
Habitats Regulations and so principally reflect the stepwise legislative tests 
applicable to the Project. 

Guidance  

E.3.4 The HRA Stage 1 Screening has been undertaken in accordance with the 
key guidance document Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice 
on Habitats Regulations Assessments relevant to nationally significant 
infrastructure projects (online). 

E.3.5 Other relevant guidance and case-practice has been considered, as detailed 
below:  

Defra (2021). Policy paper: Changes to the Habitats Regulations 2017 
[online] 
UK Government (2019). Appropriate assessment: Guidance on the use 
of HRA [online] 
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Conservation Advice Packages in Environmental Assessments. Natural 
England, Peterborough 
European Commission (2018). Managing Natura 2000 sites - The 
provisions of Article 6 of the 'Habitats' Directive 92/43/EEC. European 
Union, 1-86 
Defra (2012). The Habitats and Wild Birds Directives in England and its 
seas: Core guidance for developers, regulators and land/marine 
managers [online] 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) (2019). SNH Guidance Note: The 
handling of mitigation in Habitats Regulations Appraisal  the People 
Over Wind CJEU judgement [online] 

Approach to HRA Stage 1 Screening 

E.3.6 The objective of screening is to establish firstly whether the Project is likely to 
have a significant effect on any Habitats Sites (either alone or in-combination 
with other plans and projects). 

E.3.7 The assessment has considered whether any LSEs are arising from 
construction and operation of the Project (either alone or in-combination with 
other plans or projects) on one or more Habitats Sites.  

E.3.8 Habitats Sites covered by the Habitats Regulations include:  

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) which are classified under the European 
Council Directive 'on the conservation of wild birds' (2009/147/EC; 'Birds 
Directive') for the protection of wild birds and their habitats (including 
particularly rare and vulnerable species listed in Annex 1 of the Birds 
Directive, and migratory species) 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), which are designated under the 
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and target particular habitats (Annex 1) 
and species (Annex II) identified as being of European importance. The 
Government also expects, as a matter of policy, that HRA be applied to 
potential SPAs (pSPAs), possible/proposed SACs (pSACs), 
compensation habitat and Ramsar sites 
Ramsar sites support internationally important wetland habitats and are 
listed under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, 
especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention, 1971) 

E.3.9 For ease of reference throughout the HRA process, these designations will 

being made at the international level. These Habitats Sites are underpinned 
by SSSI, which are designated under the WCA. 

E.3.10 The purpose of the screening stage is to determine whether any part of the 
Project is likely to have a significant effect on any Habitats Sites (including 
areas of compensation habitat, areas of functional land, and the ability for 



Teddington Direct River Abstraction   Revision No. C01 
EIA Scoping Report  Appendix E 
October 2024 

J698-AJ-C03X-TEDD-RP-EN-100007 Classification - Public Page 14 of 82  

abstractions to occur for the management of designated wetland sites). This 

Annex I habitats, Annex II species, and Annex I bird populations for which it 
has been designated , and Ramsar criterion). Significantly, HRA is based on 
a rigorous application of the precautionary principle. Where uncertainty or 
doubt remains, an impact should be assumed, triggering the requirement for 
Appropriate Assessment of that Project.  

E.3.11 The screening stage also has to conclude whether any in-combination 
effects could result from the implementation of the Project in-combination 
with other plans and projects and whether these could adversely affect the 
integrity of a Habitats Site. 

Identifying Habitats sites 

E.3.12 The initial list of Habitats Sites for screening has been derived by adopting a 
distance-based threshold of 10km from the Project EIA Scoping Boundary 

HRAs of projects/plans through consultation with statutory consultees and 
the Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) mapping provided by Natural England for 
screening of impacts to designated sites in England. Following The Habitats 
Regulation Assessment Handbook, most significant effects on qualifying 
species and habitats occur within a maximum 10km radius of the source of 
impact unless there are exceptional pathways such as major downstream or 
coastal dispersion effects or larger foraging and dispersal distances for 
mobile species (e.g., birds, bats, migratory fish). A 30km threshold has been 
used to identify any sites with bat species or migratory fish as a qualifying 
feature. 

E.3.13 The qualifying habitats and species of Habitats Sites are vulnerable to a wide 
range of impacts such as physical loss or damage of habitat, disturbance 
from noise, light, human presence, changes in hydrology (e.g. changes in 
water levels/flow, flooding), changes in water temperature, changes in water 
or air quality and biological disturbance (e.g. direct mortality, introduction of 
disease or non-native species). The assessment has considered the 
construction and operation phases effects. The current plan is for the Project 
to operate indefinitely; therefore decommissioning has been screened out of 
this HRA and is not discussed further. 

E.3.14 In determining the likelihood of significant effects on Habitats Sites, particular 
consideration was given to the possible source-receptor pathways through 
which effects may be transmitted from activities associated with the Project, 
to features contributing to the integrity of the Habitats Sites (e.g. surface 
water catchments, air quality, etc.).  
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E.3.15 In addition, the HRA Stage 1 Screening has identified any habitat outside the 
designated site that also supports the qualifying species populations that use 
the Habitats Site in question. This off-
waterbody) is particularly relevant to mobile qualifying species (e.g., birds, 
bats, invertebrates, fish, otters). The precautionary principle applies equally 
to functionally linked land, so where there is insufficient information to 
ascertain that there would be no LSE, an Appropriate Assessment will be 
required. However, this does not mean that every possible parcel of land 

t
effects and the Habitats Site. 

Source Information  

E.3.16 Data on the Habitats Sites and their qualifying features has been collected 
from the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and Natural England 
websites. These data include information on the attributes of the Habitats 
Sites that contribute to and define their integrity, current conservation status 
and the specific sensitivities of the site, notably the site boundaries and the 
boundaries of the Habitats Sites; the conservation objectives; the condition, 
vulnerabilities and sensitivities of the sites and their qualifying features; the 
current pressures and threats for the sites; and the approximate locations of 
the qualifying features within each site (if reported); and designated or non-

 

E.3.17 The following sources of published information were used: 

Site citations  
Site Register Entries 
Standard Data Form (SPA/SAC) or Information Sheet (Ramsar site)  
Conservation Objectives and Supplementary Advice on Conservation 
Objectives (for SPAs/SACs ) 
Site Improvement Plans (SIPs)  
Regulation 33 information for European Marine Sites or Conservation 
Advice for Marine Protected Areas  
Environment Agency Review of Consents information 
SSSI Impact Risk Zones (in England), which apply equally to Habitats 
Sites  
Site condition assessment has been integrated with SSSI assessments 
through Common Standards Monitoring (CSM) and marine condition 
assessments (for SAC marine features only) 
Definitions of Favourable Conservation Status (where available for 
species/habitat) 
Favourable Condition Tables are set out for every SSSI that underpins a 

features 
Article 12 (SPA) and Article 17 (SAC) status reports 
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E.3.23 The potential for adverse effects on the integrity of a Habitats Site depends 
on the scale and magnitude of the action and its predicted impacts, taking 
into account the distribution of the qualifying features across the site in 
relation to the predicted impact and the location, timing and duration of the 
proposed activity and the level of understanding of the effect, such as 
whether it has been recorded before and, based on current ecological 
knowledge, whether it can be expected to operate at the site in question. 

E.3.24 The IIAA will set out the methodology for this stage of the assessment. 

Review of Potential In-combination Effects 

E.3.25 The HRA process requires that the effects of other projects, plans or 
-

the Project. In accordance with guidance as set out in the Habitats 
Regulations Handbook (2013), the following approach will be adopted for the 
in-combination assessment across the Screening and Appropriate 
Assessment Stages: 

STEP 1  Does the Project have no discernible effect whatsoever on the 
-combination assessment, 

-combination effects 
STEP 2 - Does the Project, alone, have an LSE on the Habitats Site? If 

-combination assessment at the 
Screening Stage as consent cannot be given unless the HRA Stage 2 
Appropriate Assessment is completed (and if necessary, 3 and 4 
derogation tests are met) 
STEP 3  Does the Project have a discernible effect on the Habitats Site, 

(i.e. adverse effect on site integrity) alone? If so, then an in-combination 
assessment is required in respect of that Habitats Site at the screening 
stage, to determine whether the Habitats Site should be screened into 
the appropriate assessment on the basis of in-combination effects 
STEP 4  Identify the other plans/projects that also have LSE or that (1) 

-combination with 
effects of your Project. It is normal practice to agree on this list of 
potential in-combination plans/projects with the Competent Authority 
before doing the assessment . The shortlist of plans/projects that may 
interact with the Project has been identified in Appendix G of the EIA 
scoping report  
STEP 5  Assess these other plans/projects in-combination with this 
Project 
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Summary of Stage 1 Screening 

E.4.4 A summary of the outcomes of the Stage 1 Screening for the Project is 
presented below in Table E.9. The only site identified for carrying through to 
Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is Richmond Park SAC. 
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E.5. Screening Statement 

E.5.1 The HRA Stage 1 Screening identified eight Habitats Sites which could be 
affected by the proposed works: Richmond Park SAC (UK0030246), 
Wimbledon Common SAC (UK0030301), South West London Waterbodies 
SPA (UK9012171), South West London Waterbodies Ramsar (UK11065), 
Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA (UK9012021), Thames Estuary and 
Marshes Ramsar (UK11069), Lee Valley SPA (UK9012111) and Lee Valley 
Ramsar (UK11034). 

E.5.2 Additionally, one bat site, Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment SAC 
(UK0012804), is located within the 30km ZoI of the Project. This Habitats 
Site was removed from the HRA at an early stage as there would be no 
effect from the Project. 

E.5.3 For Richmond Park SAC, likely significant effects on the stag beetle 
qualifying feature were identified from the construction phase of the Project 
alone, resulting from the potential for direct mortality, loss of functionally 
linked land, air quality and visual disturbance. Therefore, Stage 2 
Appropriate Assessment is required for this Habitats Site. No other likely 
significant effects are predicted for Richmond Park SAC either during 
construction or operation. 

E.5.4 The potential for in-combination effects on Wimbledon Common SAC stag 
beetle meta-population was identified as a risk, but there are no identified 
projects or plans that could also have an effect on this Habitats Site; 
therefore, there will be no LSE. No other likely significant effects are 
predicted for Richmond Park SAC either during construction or operation. 

E.5.5 There will be no likely significant effect either alone or in-combination to 
South West London Waterbodies SPA and Ramsar or Thames Estuary and 
Marshes SPA and Ramsar, as these Habitats sites are sufficiently distant 
from the localised effects of the Project. 

E.5.6 There will be no likely significant effect alone on Lee Valley SPA and Ramsar 
as the abstraction for TLT is sufficiently distant from the localised effects of 
the Project for any change in water quality to have an effect on the Habitats 
Site. There will be no LSE in-combination as there are no identified projects 
or plans that could also have an effect on Lee Valley SPA and Ramsar. 
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1 The 2017 Regulations have been amended by the Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) 

provisions and terminology of the 2017 Regulations and do not fundamentally alter their interpretation. 
This report therefore primarily refers to the 2017 Regulations and (where appropriate for clarity) the 
relevant provisions of the Habitats Directive 
2 As noted, the 2019 amendment to the Habitats Regulations largely carried forward the provisions and 

practical purposes the definition is essentially unchanged. European sites are therefore: any Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) from the point at which the European Commission and the UK Government 

Special Protection Area (SPA); and any candidate SAC (cSAC). However, the term is also commonly 
used when referring to potential SPAs (pSPAs), to which the provisions of Article 4(4) of Directive 

o possible SACs (pSACs) and listed 
Ramsar Sites, to which the provisions of the Habitats Regulations are applied as a matter of Government 
policy (NPPF para. 181; TAN5 para. 5.1.3) when considering development proposals that may affect 

of the above designated sites. The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) 

collectively to those sites defined by Regulation 8, and this term is being frequently used by Natural 
S  

3 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017; these regulations cover waters (and hence sites) over 12 
nautical miles from the coast. 
4 DEFRA (2023) National Policy Statement for Water Resource Infrastructure 
5 Cutts N, Hemingway K and Spencer J (2013) The Waterbird Disturbance Mitigation Toolkit Informing 
Estuarine Planning and Construction Projects. Produced by the Institute of Estuarine and Coastal Studies 
(IECS). Version 3.2. 
6 Environment Agency (2013) Bird Disturbance from Flood and Coastal Risk Management Construction 
Activities. Overarching Interpretive Summary Report. Prepared by Cascade Consulting and Institute of 
Estuarine and Coastal Studies 
7 British Standards Institute (BSI) (2009) BS5228 - Noise and Vibration Control on Construction and 
Open Sites. BSI, London 
8 Institute of Lighting Professionals (2020) Guidance Notes for the Reduction of Obtrusive Light GN01/20. 
9 Institute of Air Quality Management (2014) Guidance on the assessment of dust from demolition and 
construction v1.1 
10 Highways Agency (2003) Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB), Volume 11 
11 NE Internal Guidance  Approach to Advising Competent Authorities on Road Traffic Emissions and 
HRAs V1.4 Final - June 2018 
12 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteFeatureCondition.aspx?SiteCode=s1002388&SiteNam
e=Richmond%20Park%20SSSI  
13 Jacobs (2023) Teddington DRA Conveyance Route: Protected Species Surveys Report 
14 Rink and Sinsch (2007) Radio-telemetric monitoring of dispersing stag beetles: Implications for 
conservation 
15 Ricardo (2022) London Effluent Reuse SRO Annex B.2.2. Water Quality Assessment Report 
16 Ricardo (2022) London Effluent Reuse SRO Annex B.2.2. Water Quality Assessment Report 
17 Ricardo (2022) London Effluent Reuse SRO Annex B.2.1 Aquatic Physical Environment Assessment 
Report 
18 Ricardo (2022) London Effluent Reuse SRO Annex B.2.2. Water Quality Assessment Report 
19 Black-tailed godwit, dunlin, grey plover, red knot, redshank and ringed plover considered as part of the 
Thames Estuary and Marshes SPA. 



         
      

  

         


